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In celebration of Canada's 150th anniversary, 

Thompson Community Centre's Youth Council 

created a chapbook showcasing art by local 

artists. A call for both literary and visual art was 

issued and circulated with this theme:   

From the submitted artwork, three artists who 

best captured the theme were chosen to receive 

prizes. This project was made possible by the 

Creative Spark Grant from ArtStarts Vancouver, 

Thompson Community Centre, and their Artist in 

Residence, Pierre Leichner. 

A BRIEF 
INTRODUCTION

What will Canada look like in the next 150 years? 





Christine Wei

showcases her simple

yet meaningful "Lest

We Forget"
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LEST WE FORGET
By Christine Wei
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A MESSAGE FROM 
CHRISTINE

I completed this piece, Lest We Forget, 

inspired by the first Remembrance Day 

marching ceremony I attended. Since I 

am an international student, I was so

touched and affected deeply by what I 

had seen. I think no matter what 

changes, as time goes on, that even after 

150 years, people in Canada will always 

remember and pay their respects to the 

people who fought for what we have 

now. This day will teach the future 

generations to love, treasure, and not take

peace for granted. 



CANADA IN THE NEXT 
150 YEARS

BY JOJO CHAI
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A MESSAGE FROM 
JOJO

I am an 11 year old girl who loves to draw 

during my free time. I have a wild 

imagination. I have a pet chinchilla, 

named Fuzzy, who is constantly 

appearing in my drawings. My picture of 

Canada in the next 150 years is exactly 

what I wish may come true; humans not 

littering, boats and rafts instead of cars, 

and no pollution inside water sources. 

The beaver in the picture represents the

one thing that stays when everyone goes, 

making a difference in our beautiful 

country, Canada. And yet he did succeed. 



WRITTEN ARTHUR CLEMENS

.

BY SUNROOP KAUR
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I am a Sikh Canadian artist originally from Calgary and 

currently working towards a BFA at Emily Carr University of 

Art and Design. My work deals primarily with figurative 

portraiture. The subjects I depict are generally men and 

women of colour. This for me serves as a way to diversify the

representation of minorities in contemporary as well as 

historical art. 

This painting is concerned with the ideas of the male gaze 

and hyper-masculinity, which are concerns in Punjabi 

communities, and deals with inverting gender binaries that 

are deeply engrained in our societies. The subject, although 

appearing “manly,” is surrounded by lush foliage/flowers 

and has feminized features, with a gaze that meets the 

viewer's eyes but is submissive rather than confrontational. 

This is nothing like how men with turbans and full beards 

are represented in Sikh art. The figure is painted over life 

size to raise questions about who is represented and in 

what way. This painting deals with contemporary social 

concerns of gender, misrepresentation, and cultural 

identity.   

A MESSAGE FROM 
SUNROOP



XANTHE  
KITTSON
PHOTOS BY  
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I am a first-year student attending Emily Carr University in 

Vancouver, British Columbia. I have been living here for 

over 11 years and my art has been inspired by this city and 

its surroundings. Next year, I will be majoring in 

photography which I have been doing for approximately 

five years. All of the photos I take are inspired by fairy tales, 

dreams/nightmares I have had, and horror movies or 

stories. Creating art is one thing I love doing because I am 

able to express my inner emotions and feelings. 

These photos represent self-expression. In the next 150 

years in Canada, self expression and creation should be the 

main focus. For me, I use art as a medium to express my 

inner emotions and feelings. Each photo I take conveys 

different emotions I feel. In summary, these photos 

represent Canada in the next 150 years by means of self 

expression and creativity. 

A MESSAGE FROM 
XANTHE





NO SECONDS 
IN A DAY
ART & POEM BY POESIS ILIES

How many seconds 

in a day 

at the end of the 

day NONE 

Today is 

yesterday ALREADY



SYSTEMATIC  

TIME  CONSTRAINTS
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Poesis is a visual artist whose work is a reflection of her 

continuous exploration of new techniques in a variety of 

media and their compatibility with unconventional 

surfaces. Her style of work ranges from figurative to pure 

abstract. The images she creates are expressions of feelings,

ideas, and states of mind influenced by life events and 

surroundings. She studied drawing and painting at Emily 

Carr University of Art and Design and urban design at 

Simon Fraser University. The piece “Systematic Time 

Constraints” is part of her “No Seconds in a Day” series that 

attempts to examine the issue of ephemerality of life in the 

perpetuity of time. Regardless of where or when we live, 

“running out of time” has always been and will always be 

constant. The artwork is an abstract composition with 

geometrical elements that resemble the mechanical 

components of a clock. The piece was created on canvas 

using mainly acrylic paints and gels. Additional works from 

the series can be seen at http://poesispoesis.blogspot.ca. 

A MESSAGE FROM 
POESIS





A SPECIAL NOTE:

So many cultures mixed together and languages spoken, 

Canada is art, music, dance, and so much more 

Canada is my home. 

Tall and reaching mountains a familiar sight 

And fresh, green pine trees a well-known scent 

Canada, to me, is pow-wows and native dancing 

It’s sharing and preserving culture, 

A pride in identity 

It’s listening to so many languages and feeling comfort. 

Canada has a future, a bright one, 

One that embraces art and culture even more 

One that celebrates every language spoken to the fullest extent 

There’s so many diverse Canadians, all different from one another, 

Yet a likeness of pride in identity. 

From French-Canadians, to Japanese-Canadians, to First Nations and 

Inuit Canadians to every Canadian of every ethnicity. 

This country isn’t perfect. 

It has a past and present of residential schools, reserves, internment 

camps, racism and discrimination. 

That cannot be ignored but I know Canada’s time to come is so 

much better. 

I have so much hope that the Canada of the next 150 years 

is transformed even more, away from the wrongdoings existing 

currently. 

Canada’s future, its next 150 years, I know will be kinder. 

Full of more culture, and art, and people willing to do better. 

BY SONIA VAZQUEZ-KELLY

SONIA VAZQUEZ-KELLY IS A 16-YEAR-OLD FIRST NATIONS 

OJIBWE STUDENT AT J.N. BURNETT SECONDARY SCHOOL. 

SHE IS INTERESTED IN WRITING, POLITICS, AND ACTING.





THANK 
YOU! 

 
A  big  thank  you  to  the  artists  who  created  

wonderful  submissions  representing  Canada ’s  

next  150  years.  These  works  are  captivating  

and  fi l led  with  unique  ideas.  This  project  
would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  

collaboration  with  Creative  Spark  Grant  from  

ArtStarts  Vancouver,  Thompson  Community  

Centre,  and  their  Artist  in  Residence,  Pierre  

Leichner.  



THOMPSON YOUTH 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Asia  Cai  

Shawn  Chang  

Joseph  Chien  

Shawn  Chiu

Haley  Chung

Danielle  Graham

Frazer  Liu

Nathan  Uy

Chantelle  Ingram,  
Youth  Coordinator



SEE YOU IN 
150 YEARS!


